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ABSTRACT	  

At	  the	  Crossroads	  of	  Education	  and	  Reality-‐	  My	  Experience	  at	  the	  Poage	  Legislative	  
Library	  

Erik	  J.	  Swanson	  
Project	  Chairperson:	  Eric	  Ames	  

The	  W.R.	  Poage	  Legislative	  Library	  was	  established	  in	  September	  1979	  and	  

honors	  the	  legacy	  of	  former	  Congressman	  W.R.	  Poage.	  The	  library	  boasts	  12	  

congressional,	  8	  state	  legislative,	  4	  judicial,	  and	  several	  other	  collections	  all	  

designed	  to	  tell	  the	  story	  of	  Texas	  legislators	  and	  government	  officials.	  The	  mission	  

of	  the	  Poage	  Library	  is	  to,	  “support	  programs	  designed	  to	  inform	  and	  educate	  

students,	  scholars,	  and	  the	  general	  public	  ion	  the	  history	  of	  Congress,	  the	  legislative	  

process,	  and	  current	  issues	  facing	  both	  local,	  state,	  and	  national	  governments.”	  	  

The	  internship	  was	  designed	  to	  provide	  a	  real	  world	  museum	  experience	  and	  

compare	  how	  the	  education	  at	  Baylor	  prepares	  its	  students.	  This	  insight	  would	  be	  

invaluable	  to	  the	  faculty	  and	  future	  students.	  	  

The	  results	  of	  the	  internship	  provide	  a	  unique	  look	  at	  how	  the	  museum	  

studies	  department	  transitions	  in	  the	  work	  force.	  As	  expected,	  there	  were	  some	  

resounding	  successes,	  such	  as	  the	  exhibit	  design	  portion	  of	  the	  project.	  However,	  it	  

also	  highlighted	  problems	  that	  the	  museum	  studies	  program	  does	  not	  cover,	  with	  

the	  most	  notable	  example	  being	  how	  to	  compromise	  with	  a	  director	  who	  is	  less	  

trained	  in	  museum	  preservation	  techniques.	  



My experience at the Poage Legislative Library 



W. R. Poage Legislative Library 
supports programs designed to 
inform and educate students, 
scholars, and the general public on 
the history of Congress, the 
legislative process, and current 
issues facing both local, state and 
national governments. 

The library encourages the 
preservation of materials that 
document the work of government, 
including the papers of U.S. 
congressional representatives, Texas 
state legislators, and judges, and 
supports programs that make those 
materials available for educational 
and research use. 

 



§  35th anniversary exhibit 
§  Exhibit theme 
§  Object research 
§  Label writing 
§  Put away previous exhibit 
§  Exhibit layout 

§  Previous exhibits 

§  Visitor flow 

§  Case content 
§  Exhibit set-up 

§  Give tours of Library 
§  iEngage group 
§  Texas legislators 

§  Digital media inventory 
§  Issue of scope 

§  Moody Library Exhibit 













§  Ironing the bunting 

§  Adjusting the lights 

§  Vacuuming the floor 

§  Cleaning the cases 

§  Painting mannequins 

§  Putting up newspapers 

§  Putting up newspapers…again 







§  Challenges 
§  Some were expected, other completely unexpected 

§  A sign claiming the exhibit was under construction apparently means people will walk in. 

§  Balancing act of my museum training and my director’s wishes 
§  Cabinet of curiosities 

§  “Treasures” 
§  Moral: don’t compromise your teachings 

§  University bureaucracy 
§  “Turn your case away from the garish light of day…” 
§  Play nice: a question of leadership 
§  Time constraints 



§  I would like to thank the following individuals for their help and guidance during 
my internship: 
§  Ben Rogers 
§  Mary Goolsby 
§  Bill Hair 
§  Debbie Todd  
§  Brendan Payne 
§  Perry Harrison 
§  Kelsey Stevens 
§  Talj Tatum 
§  Eric Ames 
§  Tom Haddad 
§  Carl Flynn Copyright Bill Waterson 
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