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Slide 2:  Media & culture per McLuhan 
· In 1450, Johannes Gutenberg introduced the printing press to Europe.  According to McLuhan, the invention of the printing press ended manuscript culture by mechanizing writing.  This mechanization of writing caused a shift in culture.  Information was no longer shared orally.  Print allowed knowledge to be circulated more widely.  McLuhan viewed print as promoting individuality, conformity, and nationalism.  By increasing literacy amongst the masses, print helped to solidify national dialects, borders (via printed maps), and political uniformity.

· In contrast, the Electronic Age ushered in a “global village” and the retribalization of man.  Through electronic media, such as radio and television, news from across the globe travels quickly, bringing a sense of here and now to once exotic cultures.  Peoples deemed foreign in the Gutenberg Age are now more easily accessible forcing a change in our perception of “others”.  McLuhan thus envisioned the development of a collective identity among mankind.
Slide 3:  Crossing borders & cultures
· The exponential growth of communication technologies has indeed fostered a sense of a global community as individuals from across the world connect and interact.  Media can be enlightening in increasing our awareness of diverse peoples and perspectives.  Our appreciation of other cultures develops as we explore cultural foods (i.e. salsa) or entertain ourselves with foreign books, movies, and music (i.e. “Gangnam Style” and “Doctor Who”).  We are made aware of social justice issues in other nations and can champion for the cause while thousands of miles away (i.e. Invisible Children).  Like-minded individuals from across the globe can connect via the Internet and foster a sense of community based on similar values (i.e. Westerners fighting for ISIS).
Slide 4:  The “global village”:  façade or realized?
· In our current Digital Age electronic media abounds.  To McLuhan, electronic media foster a sense of integration.  Yet to what extent has our contemporary, media-saturated society become truly integrated?  Do electronic media present only a façade of integration or are electronic media consequential for assimilation into a global community?  
Slide 5:  “America is Beautiful”

Slide 6:  Reaction on social media
· This television advertisement ran during the 2014 Super Bowl and perhaps best exemplifies the paradoxical relationship between media and integration.  In the advertisement, diverse Americans sang “America the Beautiful” both in English and other languages.  While some viewers lauded the multicultural efforts of Coca-Cola®, the ad sparked controversy as others were outraged and viewed the ad disdainfully.  Unfortunately, one commenter, in particular, seems to only equate the notion of being an American with being Caucasian. 
Slide 7:  Media & diversity
· I incorporated the Coca-Cola® advertisement and the controversy it sparked because it illustrates how the media contributes to our understanding of “otherness.” As we have previously seen, the media can enlighten us by exposing us to and developing an appreciation of others or foster stereotypes and prejudice.  Nevertheless, mass media functions under two roles:  gatekeeper and spin doctor.  As a gatekeeper, the media influences our learning about diversity by deciding if and how diverse and/or multicultural issues, characters, problems, etc. will be presented.  Likewise, the media functions as a spin doctor in subtly providing interpretations of diversity/multiculturalism to its audience.
Slide 8:  Portrayals of minorities in media
· Though minorities comprise over 36% of the U.S. population, they are severely outnumbered on the big and small screen, particularly in regards to starring in a leading role.  Films and television shows featuring a racially diverse cast, however, tend to fare better in box office earnings and television ratings than more racially homogenous casts.  Unfortunately, a 2010 study found that Latino and African-American characters on primetime television shows are often portrayed more negatively than Caucasian characters.  
Slide 9:  Final thoughts…
· It is my hope that this presentation led you to explore Marshall McLuhan’s notion of a “global village” and the extent to which electronic media have helped to foster a global sense of community or reinforce social barriers.  In my personal opinion, though strides have been made towards appreciating the commonalities each of us has with “others” there is still great work to be done.  Thank you for your time.
