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ABSTRACT 

 

Working for the Railroad: My Summer at the Union Pacific Railroad Museum 

Michelle Clark, M.A. 

Internship Chair: Julie Holcomb, Ph. D. 

 

My internship was spent working in collections, education, and volunteer coordination at the 

Union Pacific Railroad Museum in Council Bluffs, Iowa.  Time in collections was spent inventorying and 

cataloging.  The biggest collection that I worked on was the Public Relations Files, creating a rough Finding 

Aid.  When working in education we created the summer tour, and I helped to give the summer tour as 

well as several of their regular tours.  Volunteer coordination helped me learn how to handle volunteers 

as well as scheduling them for regular hours and special events. 



Working for the Railroad: My 
Summer at the Union Pacific 

Railroad Museum
by Michelle Clark





Mission
• The Union Pacific Railroad Museum houses one of the 

oldest corporate collections in the nation. It includes 
artifacts, photographs, and documents that trace the 
development of the transcontinental railroad and the 
American West.

• Our mission is to educate the public about the past, present 
and future of America's largest railroad and the railroad 
industry. To accomplish this mission the museum will 
collect, research, and preserve a large collection of 
photographs, archives and artifacts relating to the railroad 
industry and the Union Pacific Railroad.
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