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How does a presidential library differ from standard archives? How do best practices 

translate under federal oversight? My summer internship in the archives of the George H.W. Bush 

Presidential Library highlighted these questions by exploring the delicate balance between privacy 

and access, the difficulty of operating under government administration, and the importance of 

flexibility, consistency, and teamwork. 



My Internship at the George Bush Presidential Library

by Amy Salvaggio



 “...to preserve and make available the records and artifacts of George 
H.W. Bush… We promote civic literacy and increased historical 
understanding of our national experience, and foster a community of 
public service and volunteerism… by offering rich educational and 
public programs, original museum exhibits and access to our archival 
holdings."
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 So many rules… and 

exceptions
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 Oh yeah, and National 

Security…
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 VIP Research Requests

 PEMS & eClimate
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 Balance between access and privacy

 The difficulty of federal oversight

 Flexibility AND consistency

 Teamwork and volunteerism





 At the Bush Library:

 Dr. Robert Holzweiss, Deputy Director

 Debbie Wheeler, Supervisory Archivist

 Chris Pembelton, Archivist

 Michelle Bogart, Archivist

 At Baylor:

 Dr. Julie Holcomb, Supervisor

 Amy Stell

 The Museum Studies Department

All photos courtesy the George Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum.


